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For Immediate Release





FONTBONNE UNIVERSITY TO INSTALL CHAPTER OF 


THE HONOR SOCIETY OF PHI KAPPA PHI





BATON ROUGE, La.— At its Spring meeting in San Francisco, Calif., The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi’s Board of Directors unanimously approved the charters for three new chapters, including one at Fontbonne University.





Founded in 1897 at the University of Maine, Phi Kappa Phi is the nation’s oldest, largest and most selective all-discipline honor society. Each year, approximately 30,000 students, faculty, professional staff and alumni are initiated into the Society. Its chapters are on 297 campuses in the United States, Puerto Rico and the Philippines. The installation of the three new chapters will bring the total to 300.





Phi Kappa Phi Executive Director Perry A. Snyder and Phi Kappa Phi South Central Region Vice President Gil Fowler visited Fontbonne’s campus in March to meet with chartering members and attest to the institution’s eligibility and support for a chapter.





“Throughout the campus and the community we found a desire to recognize young scholars and a desire to find new ways of encouraging service and commitment,” said Fowler. “The campus recognizes the values Phi Kappa Phi offers and has fully bought into the process.”





Fontbonne President Dr. Dennis C. Golden expressed his support to install a Phi Kappa Phi chapter on the campus. 





“Fontbonne University embraces academic excellence at all levels,” said Dr. Golden. “The establishment of a Phi Kappa Phi chapter at Fontbonne is a visible sign of our continuing commitment to scholarly pursuits.”





Fontbonne’s vice president and dean for academic affairs, Dr. Nancy Blattner, also serves as Phi Kappa Phi’s regent. 





“Phi Kappa Phi has approved chapters at only 300 institutions of higher education in the United States, Puerto Rico and the Philippines,” said Dr. Blattner. “Fontbonne is honored to be among those elite institutions that recognize and reward academic excellence through this honor society.”





Fontbonne will hold an official installation ceremony August 30.





More About Phi Kappa Phi





Founded in 1897 and headquartered in Baton Rouge, La., Phi Kappa Phi is the nation’s oldest, largest and most selective all-discipline honor society. Phi Kappa Phi inducts annually more than 30,000 students, faculty, professional staff and alumni. The Society has chapters on nearly 300 select colleges and universities in North America and the Philippines. Membership is by invitation only to the top 10 percent of seniors and graduate students and 7.5 percent of juniors. Faculty, professional staff and alumni who have achieved scholarly distinction also qualify.





Since its founding, more than 1 million members have been initiated. Some of the organization’s more notable members include former President Jimmy Carter, NASA astronaut Wendy Lawrence, writer John Grisham and Netscape founder James Barksdale. The Society has awarded approximately $12 million since the inception of its awards program in 1932. Today, more than $700,000 is awarded annually to qualifying members and non-members through fellowships, undergraduate study abroad scholarships, member and chapter awards and grants for local and national literacy initiatives. The Society’s mission is “To recognize and promote academic excellence in all fields of higher education and to engage the community of scholars in service to others.”





For more information on Phi Kappa Phi, please call 800/804-9880 or visit www.PhiKappaPhi.org.
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